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The town of Dundalk has always been ideally suited to a foster a brewing industry. It allowed easy access to water, malt and yeast - the three essential ingredients for successful brewing.  The rich agricultural surroundings supplied barley and the town itself boasted a skillful and varied workforce in the 17th century.  So it was in 1693 there were a total of 32 breweries in place in the town but by the end of the 18th century brewing began to be industrialized which meant that a smaller number of breweries could produce more beer.  By 1780 only 3 breweries remained in Dundalk, one of which was the Cambricville Brewery of William Stuart.  This had been established around 1704 on the site of a former Huguenot settlement but by 1835 all but Cambricville had ceased trading.  1837 saw the emergence of a new brewery in Dublin Street and the intense local competition meant that by 1854 the Cambricville brewery had closed.  But in 1859 John and Arthur Duffy took over the Dublin Street brewery with a new partner, Edward H. Macardle who was the chairman of Dundalk Town Commissioners.  By 1863 Edward had bought out the Duffy's and he entered into partnership with his fellow Dundalk and Newry Steam Packet Company. director and cousin, Andrew T. Moore.  The new partners decided to close the Dublin Street brewery and moved to the superior Cambricville site, establishing themselves as The Dundalk Brewery.  It was to enjoy the success of being the town's only brewery for a period of 35 years.  It continued to operate at Cambricville until it closed in 2001. 

Today Dundalk has a population of approximately 35,000 people and has one brewery; in 1693 there were 32 breweries in a town with a population of somewhere between 5,-8,000 people.  Why do you think that the number of breweries decreased when at the same time the town was increasing in size?  

Why do you think that the MacArdleMoore Brewery called itself The Dundalk Brewery?
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One person who worked in MacArdle Moore hates anyone to describe the brewery as a factory, as he says factories work with items that are dead; none of the ingredients that he used were dead.  Examining the sketch above would you agree?   

Site views:  Here are differing views of the MacArdle Moore Brewery in 1920, 1950 and 2000.  What changes, if any, do you notice?  Has the plant changed in any particular way?  If so why do you think this is?  
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Working in the brewery 
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To the left are some photographs of accidents at the Brewery, The first two are taken after a nearby river flooded, the third is in the aftermath of a copper vat exploded in 1907.  What impact do you think such incidents might have on the work at the site?








Over the last number of years issues in relation to health and safety increased in importance.  Compare and contrast these two photographs do you notice anything about the way in which these jobs are being done?  What protection do you think might someone doing the same job wear today?








